Fostering the Spirit of Wildness and Conserving the Alpine Areas of Northeastern North America

December, 2025
Greetings from the Waterman Fund,

If you received our annual newsletter, The Alpine Steward, delivered to your home this past month there is a good chance
you have seen some of the important work happening around the Northeast as far as protecting high mountain
ecosystems—what it means to preserve the value and spirit of wild spaces.

Back in July members of the Waterman Fund board visited the Maine Appalachian Trail Club so we could hike the
Bigelow Range, where for a few years now we have helped support an MATC Ridgerunner, an individual who during
warmer seasons visits alpine areas to help educate hikers on the importance of “doing the rock walk.”

As many of you know, alpine ecosystems contain some of the most fragile and endangered plants hikers might ever
come across in their lifetime. Many of these species exist even without our being aware of their little worlds and, due to

such a short growing season, remain susceptible to easy trampling by both boot and dog paw.

Your continued support has allowed the Waterman Fund to in turn give to organizations who are directly responsible
for research, education, and stewardship of high alpine environments. For this year we have also given to stewardship
programs at the Green Mountain Club and World Trails Network on the Franconia Ridge. And our grant support

continues beyond summit steward programs.

In 2025, we funded a research grant at the Universite de Moncton (New Brunswick) to investigate GLORIA data in the
Chic-Chocs Mountains of the Gaspé Peninsula, as well as some very important trail rehabilitation on the Presidential
Range in the alpine area to Mount Adams. In addition, we awarded generous prize monies for the winning selections of
our annual Emerging Writers Essay Contest. Those two published pieces are forthcoming in Appalachia, the journal of
the Appalachian Mountain Club.

All of this important work, bringing together so many organizations and efforts, could only be possible with people who
care. They need to care about plants and animals for the sake that they are alive. They need to care about beautiful vistas
on public lands, the perspective only a high mountain summit could bring. They need to care about research and
science, how the knowledge we gain helps to inform our actions. They need to care about others, to remember we are

stronger as a collective.

By making a year end gift to the Waterman Fund, you are investing in this collective. You are helping to cultivate the
next generation of scientists, artists, educators, and community leaders who will continue this important work of
strengthening the stewardship and understanding of alpine areas to preserve their ecological, cultural, and recreational
value.

As you think about year end giving and estate planning, I hope you will consider a donation to the Waterman Fund in
the spirit of wildness.

Kind regards,

David Crews, president
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